From: Schuster, Cindy

To: Levine, Carolyn

Cc: Holsman, Marianne; Schuster, Cindy
Subject: Portland Harbor letter to Sen. Merkley
Date: Wednesday, July 24, 2013 9:47:06 AM
Attachments: merkley070913.pdf

wyden070913.pdf
bonamici070913.pdf
blumenauer070913.pdf

Carolyn, this is in response to your inquiry for today’s hearing.

Attached is a July 9 Portland Harbor letter to Sen. Merkley, sighed by Bob Perciasepe, and also
letters to others in the delegation.

Our Superfund office director expects that there will be a decision on the ongoing penalty
dispute in a few weeks.

Sen. Merkley has written letters in support of some brownfield projects, but neither our
Oregon brownfields project manager or | could find or recall any significant inquiry.

--Cindy, 206-553-1815

From: Grandinetti, Cami

Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2013 9:22 AM

To: Schuster, Cindy

Subject: FW: clarification to recent Portland Harbor letter

Correspondence did go to Merkley.

Cami Grandinetti

Program Manager, Remedial Cleanup Program
USEPA

1200 6th Ave, Suite 900

ECL-113

Seattle, Wa. 98101

206-553-8696 (desk)

206-390-8890 (cell)

206-553-0124 (fax)

From: Cohen, Lori

Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2013 4:19 PM

To: Albright, Rick; Yamamoto, Deb; Grandinetti, Cami; Koch, Kristine; Humphrey, Chip; Cora, Lori;
Mackey, Cyndy

Subject: FW: clarification to recent Portland Harbor letter

FYI -

From: Ganesan, Arvin

Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2013 3:38 PM

To: Cohen, Lori

Cc: McLerran, Dennis

Subject: FW: clarification to recent Portland Harbor letter

Hi Lori, attached are the letters that went out and the clarification note that | just sent.
All the best,

Arvin

From: Ganesan, Arvin

Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2013 6:39 PM

To: 'Berick, David (Energy)'; ‘eric.ffitch@mail.house.gov'; 'janine.benner@mail.house.gov'; '‘Deveny,
Adrian (Merkley)'

Subject: clarification to recent Portland Harbor letter
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JUL 09 2013

THE ADMINISTRATOR

The Honorable Jeff Merkley
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Merkley:

[ write you today on behalf of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). I understand
that in a recent meeting with President Obama’s nominee for Administrator of the EPA,
Gina McCarthy, you raised concerns about the pace of cleanup of the Portland Harbor
superfund site, in Portland, Oregon. Nominee McCarthy and I share your goals for
expediting the safe cleanup of Portland Harbor and, as such, the Agency will institute
several steps to increase the pace of progress at the site, while increasing public
transparency into the Agency’s decision making.

The Agency will apply staff resources from the Washington DC office to supplement the
significant technical capabilities of the site staff from the region. Washington, D.C, staff
~ based out the Office of Solid Waste and Response (OSWER) will review major site
decisions, and will simultaneously evaluate — along with regional staff — comments and
views of stakeholders.

Additionally, the Agency will formalize a new process that will allow for additional
public input, while creating increased accountability — both of the Agency, and of
responsible parties involved in the cleanup - to negotiated timelines for progress.
Specifically, the Agency will formalize dispute resolution processes to allow for rapid
resolutions of issues that may arise. This dispute resolution process will include elevation
Region 10’s senior leaders. First, disputes would be elevated to the Director of the
Region 10 Office of Environmental Cleanup and then to Regional Administrator. All
elevated issues will be simultaneously communicated to EPA Headquarters (OSWER).

The Agency will also increase accountability by convening regular executive level
meetings to set direction for the project and resolve issues as needed; these meetings
would include the Region 10 Regional Administrator and key executives representing the
entities working with EPA on the cleanup. Headquarters leadership, including leadership
from EPA’s OSWER oftice and the office of the Administrator will also be available for
certain meetings.

To signal our commitment at the highest levels of the Agency, the final signature of the
Record of Decision will come from the EPA Administrator. I believe that these steps will
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help speed up the progress and accountability of the Agency and the parties responsible
for the cleanup.

Finally, I believe it’s crucial that the Agency have on-going communications with the
Congressional delegation. If you and your colleagues are interested, the Agency — both
with regional and headquarters staff — proposes regular briefings to you and your staff. If
you have additional questions, thoughts or concerns, I am more than happy to speak with
you or your staff may contact Arvin Ganesan, the EPA’s Associate Administrator for
Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs at (202) 564-5200.

1ot [Sheciatpn

Bob Perciasepe
Acting Administrator
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THE ADMINISTRATOR

The Honorable Ron Wyden
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Wyden:

[ write you today on behalf of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). I understand
that in a recent meeting with President Obama’s nominee for Administrator of the EPA,
Gina McCarthy. you raised concerns about the pace of cleanup of the Portland Harbor
superfund site, in Portland, Oregon. Nominee McCarthy and I share your goals for
expediting the safe cleanup of Portland Harbor and, as such, the Agency will institute
several steps to increase the pace of progress at the site, while increasing public
transparency into the Agency’s decision making.

The Agency will apply staff resources from the Washington DC office to supplement the
significant technical capabilities of the site staff from the region. Washington, D.C, staff
— based out the Oftice of Solid Waste and Response (OSWER) will review major site
decisions, and will simultaneously evaluate — along with regional staff — comments and
views of stakeholders.

Additionally, the Agency will formalize a new process that will allow for additional
public input, while creating increased accountability — both of the Agency, and of
responsible parties involved in the cleanup - to negotiated timelines for progress.
Specifically, the Agency will formalize dispute resolution processes to allow for rapid
resolutions of issues that may arise. This dispute resolution process will include elevation
Region 10’s senior leaders. First, disputes would be elevated to the Director of the
Region 10 Office of Environmental Cleanup and then to Regional Administrator. All
elevated issues will be simultaneously communicated to EPA Headquarters (OSWER).

The Agency will also increase accountability by convening regular executive level
meetings to set direction for the project and resolve issues as needed; these meetings
would include the Region 10 Regional Administrator and key executives representing the
entities working with EPA on the cleanup. Headquarters leadership, including leadership
from EPA’s OSWER office and the office of the Administrator will also be avaiiable for
certain meetings.

To signal our commitment at the highest levels of the Agency, the final signature of the
Record of Decision will come from the EPA Administrator. I believe that these steps will
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help speed up the progress and accountability of the Agency and the parties responsible
for the cleanup.

Finally, I believe it’s crucial that the Agency have on-going communications with the
Congressional delegation. If you and your colleagues are interested, the Agency — both
with regional and headquarters staff — proposes regular briefings to you and your staff. If
you have additional questions, thoughts or concerns, I am more than happy to speak with
you or your staff may contact Arvin Ganesan, the EPA’s Associate Administrator for
Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs at (202) 564-5200.

Fithozaps

Bob Perciasepe
Acting Administrator
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JUL 09 2013

THE ADMINISTRATOR

The Honorable Suzanne Bonamici
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Bonamici:

[ write you today on behalf of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). I understand
that in a recent meeting with President Obama’s nominee for Administrator of the EPA,
Gina McCarthy, you raised concerns about the pace of cleanup of the Portland Harbor
superfund site, in Portland, Oregon. Nominee McCarthy and I share your goals for
expediting the safe cleanup of Portland Harbor and, as such, the Agency will institute
several steps to increase the pace of progress at the site, while increasing public
transparency into the Agency’s decision making.

The Agency will apply staff resources from the Washington DC office to supplement the
significant technical capabilities of the site staff from the region. Washington, D.C, staff
— based out the Office of Solid Waste and Response (OSWER) will review major site
decisions, and will simultaneously evaluate — along with regional staff — comments and
views of stakeholders.

Additionally, the Agency will formalize a new process that will allow for additional
public input, while creating increased accountability — both of the Agency, and of
responsible parties involved in the cleanup - to negotiated timelines for progress.
Specifically, the Agency will formalize dispute resolution processes to allow for rapid
resolutions of issues that may arise. This dispute resolution process will include elevation
Region 10’s senior leaders. First, disputes would be elevated to the Director of the
Region 10 Office of Environmental Cleanup and then to Regional Administrator. All
elevated 1ssues will be simultaneously communicated to EPA Headquarters (OSWER).

The Agency will also increase accountability by convening regular executive level
meetings to set direction for the project and resolve issues as needed; these meetings
would include the Region 10 Regional Administrator and key executives representing the
entities working with EPA on the cleanup. Headquarters leadership, including leadership
from EPA’s OSWER office and the office of the Administrator will also be available for
certain meetings.

To signal our commitment at the highest levels of the Agency, the final signature of the
Record of Decision will come from the EPA Administrator. I believe that these steps will

Internet Address (URL) » http-/iwww.epa.gov
Recycled/Recyclable - Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer. Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper





help speed up the progress and accountability of the Agency and the parties responsible
for the cleanup.

Finally, I believe it’s crucial that the Agency have on-going communications with the
Congressional delegation. If you and your colleagues are interested, the Agency — both
with regional and headquarters staff — proposes regular briefings to you and your staff. If
you have additional questions, thoughts or concerns, I am more than happy to speak with
you or your staff may contact Arvin Ganesan, the EPA’s Associate Administrator for
Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs at (202) 564-5200.

Sincggely,

Bob Perciasepe
Acting Administrator
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JUL 09 2013

THE ADMINISTRATOR

The Honorable Earl Blumenauer
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Blumenauer:

[ write you today on behalf of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). I understand
that in a recent meeting with President Obama’s nominee for Administrator of the EPA,
Gina McCarthy, you raised concerns about the pace of cleanup of the Portland Harbor
superfund site, in Portland, Oregon. Nominee McCarthy and I share your goals for
expediting the safe cleanup of Portland Harbor and, as such, the Agency will institute
several steps to increase the pace of progress at the site, while increasing public
transparency into the Agency’s decision making.

The Agency will apply staff resources from the Washington DC office to supplement the
significant technical capabilities of the site staff from the region. Washington, D.C, staff
— based out the Office of Solid Waste and Response (OSWER) will review major site
decisions, and will simultaneously evaluate — along with regional staff — comments and
views of stakeholders.

Additionally, the Agency will formalize a new process that will allow for additional
public input, while creating increased accountability — both of the Agency, and of
responsible parties involved in the cleanup - to negotiated timelines for progress.
Specifically, the Agency will formalize dispute resolution processes to allow for rapid
resolutions of issues that may arise. This dispute resolution process will include elevation
Region 10’s senior leaders. First, disputes would be elevated to the Director of the
Region 10 Office of Environmental Cleanup and then to Regional Administrator. All
elevated issues will be simultaneously communicated to EPA Headquarters (OSWER).

The Agency will also increase accountability by convening regular executive level
meetings to set direction for the project and resolve issues as needed; these meetings
would include the Region 10 Regional Administrator and key executives representing the
entities working with EPA on the cleanup. Headquarters leadership, including leadership
from EPA’s OSWER office and the office of the Administrator will also be available for
certaln meetings.

To signal our commitment at the highest levels of the Agency, the final signature of the
Record of Decision will come from the EPA Administrator. [ believe that these steps will
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help speed up the progress and accountability of the Agency and the parties responsible
for the cleanup.

Finally, I believe it’s crucial that the Agency have on-going communications with the
Congressional delegation. If you and your colleagues are interested, the Agency — both
with regional and headquarters staff — proposes regular briefings to you and your staff. If
you have additional questions, thoughts or concerns, I am more than happy to speak with
you or your staff may contact Arvin Ganesan, the EPA’s Associate Administrator for
Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs at (202) 564-5200.

Lot fneasps

Bob Perciasepe
Acting Administrator






Hi all,
This note is to follow up to the letter sent to your Members by Bob Perciasepe on July 8, 2013

regarding the Portland Harbor Superfund Site. The third paragraph of the letter describes a
dispute resolution process for the site — please note that this is intended to be an enhanced
informal dispute resolution process. Formal disputes would continue to follow the process as
cited in the Administrative Order on Consent for the Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study.
My apologies for any confusion over this matter.

In addition, | have been informed that the first executives meeting for the site is being

scheduled for September 6, 2013.
| wanted to make this clarification. Please let me know if you’d to chat about this.

Best,
Arvin

Arvin R. Ganesan

Associate Administrator

U.S Environmental Protection Agency

Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations
202.564.5200

ganesan.arvin@epa.gov
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